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Superheroes On The Shelves 



















50 MANGA 

Win a boatload o' manga books, trade paperbacks and even a nifty 
statue! Tetsoooooooolfl! 

70 HIGHLAND MINT 

Atom... minll Here's your shot at winning the original sculpt used 
to make The Highland Mint's cover offering of Amazing Fantasy #75/ 

81 WILDC.A.T.S 

Your pals'll go wild with envy when you walk awav with the 
brand-new X.A.T.S video gome and a herd o' WildCAT.s toys. 
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contests 


FIT TO PRINT 

How to gel your comic book letters published! By Craig Shut 

FIRST LOOK 

Spideyand the Green Goblin face off in April's Spider-Man: 
of Evil. By Marc Shapiro 

SONIC YOUTH 

Teenage heroes are more popular than ever—and they're t 
more than sidekicks. By Matthew Brady 

UNDERSTANDING MANGA 

Learn ahout Japanese comics, in a truly innovative way! By Scot 

AMERICAN MANGA 

Why many American comic artists are ''turning Japanese. " B 
Gustav Horn 

FAX OF LIFE...AND DEATH 

Joe Hubert's Fax From Sarajevo details war-tom Bosnia. By Cri 










I’m Back! 

After a one-month...uh...let’s call it a “rest” at an unnamed rehabili- 

moment to thank Kathy Newman for the outstanding pinch-hitting 
work she did last month. She really did the job. 

Okay, we’re done. Let the snide comments begin anew. 

This whole Star Wars/Star Trek thing has turned into an absolute full¬ 
blown gonzo-whopper letters page to-do. It’s bigger than “Should Spidey 
have killed Carnage?” It’s bigger than “Iron Man vs. the X-Men.” It’s big¬ 
ger than “Gareb Shamus: boxers or panties?” We got literally hundreds 
of letters in response to the letters in support of Star Wars or Star 
Trek that ran in issue #52. Our leadoff man this month proposes a nice 
compromise. Our second man up proposes a not-so-nice compromise... 



Corey Kahn 
Pembroke Pines, FL 
So Star Wars and Star Trek are for 
“pocket protector-wearing dorks ,” but 
>u just loooooove the X-Files. So what’s 
that make you? A higher grade of dork? 
Or maybe just a protractor-packin’ UFO 
freak? Quit watching TV and get out on a 
Friday night sometime, Chumley. 

Oh, yeah. Speaking of Paula from 


your Dreams 

Dear Wizard, 

I wanted to write and say that I was very disap¬ 
pointed to miss this year’s Halloween Costume 
Contest, but I have a great idea all ready to go 


Paula 
PO Box 53304 
Indianapolis, IN 46253-0304 

I called Paula (Yes, that does mean I have her 
home phone number. Think on this and drool 
wildly, Geeks of America.), to make sure she 
really wanted to go ahead with this and have 
her address published. She said yes. She’s being 
a good sport in this, so all of you should be too. 
Paula awaits your mail, but let’s keep it above¬ 
board (i.e., tasteful), okay? Selected entries 
may be forwarded to the F.B.I. 

Comics: Literature 
or Drivel? 

Dear Wizard Blokes, 

Hey! Wasn’t there some story a couple of years 
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The Comic Industry Needs a Swift Kick in the Butt 

To the Huddled Masses Crying Out for Relief, 

We, the members of the newly formed Get Rid of All that Crappy Entertainment (or 
G.R.A.C.E.), have noticed the steady decline of comic books as enjoyable reading 


3n Morphine Somers in Doom 2099 
produced commercially. We’d buy ’em. 

i Tick is a true comic hero and the subject of the damn-funniest show on 

ir those of you who don’t know, Kurt Busiek’s Astro City is, finally, a great 
sro comic book. Check it out! 

Doug Stuart, Spencer Lewerenz, Keith Haze 
Irving, TX 

good points, G.R.A.C.E. This whole "Bad Girl” thing does 

includes you, Brian Pulido): "Bad Girls” are not a genre, 
on. There is some very good stuff out there that gets 
but what it really is at essence is “very good stuff.” As 
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^"Bhielines** are also the two lines 


The 

APPLESEED • MACROSS PLUS • NEW DOMINION TANK POLICE 
NINJA SCROLL • PATLABOR 1 & 2 • ORGUSS 02 • ANGEL COP • DEVILMAN 
THE WINGS OF HONNEAMISE • BLACK MAGIC M-66 
GIANT ROBO • MACROSS II THE MOVIE 



Coming in 1996! 

MACROSS PLUS VOL. 4 • THE GUYVER • BOUNTY DOG • MAD BULL 
DANGAIOH • VIOLENCE JACK • JUNK BOY • GUNBUSTER 
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wizard news 



UNCANNY X-MEN 

it for the Onslaught 



plotters. What I was after wa: 
collective shoulders. That’s why Onslaught’s very first 



Lobdell and Mark Waid, and editor Bob Harras. 
According to Marvel President Jerry Calabrese, 
;t reworking of Marvel’s core char- 




rious aboriginal transporter Gateway tells the 
‘was only the lowliest of Onslaught’s emissaries 
Onslaught himself? Said Gateway, “There is no 


The story of Onslaught gathers real momentum 
in May, in Uncanny X-Men #334 and X-Men #54. In 

ize this is the biggest thing they’ve faced,” said Har- 
they’ll have to go for help. The story 


Bizarre mating ritual 01 
in local neighborhood ‘He just 
stared dam his throat lor a 
Me and then jammed a large 
Me rabbit up his ass," 
revealed a perplexed observer. 



■It 

ho many crossovers finally gets 
the best of Wolverine. “I haven't 
had a moments rest since that X- 
Men/Micronauls mini-series. 

Gonna go sleepies now/' sighed a ' 
weary mutant-like freak. 
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Editors, 
Titles Cut 
at Marvel 


The New Year started off with unpleasant news for 
over 250 people at Marvel and Malibu as massive 
layoffs were implemented, including much of the 
editorial staff. 

Senior editors Bab Budiansky (Spider-Man) and 
Carl Potts (licensed properties) were let go on Jan. 3, 


2099 editor Joey Cavalieri. 

Ralph Mocchio is currently handling the Spider- 
Man titles with Tom Brevoort, and the entire line is 
under scrutiny. 

"We are trying to make sense of where it 
possibly went wrong and possibly went right," said 
Editor-in-Chief Bob Harras. "My goal is to go back 
to the basics as much as I can, which is about a 
guy named Peter Parker who swings around the 
city as Spider-Man." 

Nancy Poletti is presently in charge of the 
licensed titles, although all of them are being 
canceled in the near future. Other titles being 
dropped include Breen Goblin and Hew Warriors. All 
the current titles in the 2099 line are also being 
canceled. The line will be concentrated into one 
double-sized monthly book coiled 2099, starting in 
June or July. Writers Tom Peyer and Peter David, 
and artists Ron Lim and Numherto Ramos all 
resigned their 2099 assignments in the wake of the 
bring of 2099 line editor Cavalieri. 

Other titles are also being evaluated. Both Thor 
and Hulk are part of the Jim Lee/Rob Liefeld deal 
with Marvel, but The Incredible Hulk is not going to 
be canceled and no decision has yet been made as to 
whether Thor will continue past September. Ghost 
Kider, Punisher, Silver Surfer, What If? and 
Daredevil are not scheduled for cancellation either, 
and no changes in the number of X-Men related 
books are planned. 

At Malibu, only Prime, Kune and Ullraforce will 
continue, under editor Mark Paniccia. At least initially, 
they will not merge with the Marvel Universe, 
although that remains an option down the line. 

Marvel does plan to launch some new series in 
1 996, according to Harras, including a new 
fleklra ongoing monthly beginning in the 
summer. Harras has also been meeting with 
Image co-founder Marc Silvestri, discussing some 
possible team-up hooks. ■ PG 



JURGENS 
SPIDER-MAN 
Picks Up TITA 


We Looked It Up 
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Hernandez Bros. Bring 
lOsJt & ROCKER to a landing 



Gaiman Signs 
$1 Mil Book Deal 


ever for a comics creator, Neil Gaiman recently signed what Publishers Weekly 
called a “million dollar deal” with Avon Books. 



that this marks a major career change for Gaiman, the fact is that he is already 
the co-author of one best-selling novel (Good Omens, with Terry Pratchett), 




BUZZ BOX 

The inside scoop on the comic industry 

• So who's Jim Lee getting to write Fantastic Four as part of his deal with 
Marvel? Buzz hears it'll be Dan Jurgens, though neither Jurgens nor Lee will confirm. 

• In a related vein, Buzz gets word that Mark Waid is being wooed to become 
the mastermind behind Sensational Spider-Man, in the wake of Jurgens' 

• Inside sources tell Buzz that publishers are lining up—including DC 
Comics—to get a shot at Howard Chaykin's new version of his American Flagg! 
title, last published by First Comics in the 1980s. 

|| • Tom Grummett has graduated to the regular penciler role for Action Comics, 

effective issue #724 shipping in June. Buzz has yet to pick up who will replace 
Grummett as artist on Superboy and Superman: Man of Tomorrow. 

I • Buzz hears that writer/artist John Byrne will soon take the reins of DC's 
| New Gods series with issue #12 in September. Byrne still plans to continue writing 
Wonder Woman. 

• The Justice League is due for a facelift in October with a #1 issue. Sources 
tell Buzz the team will once again consist of the Big Guns of the DC Universe just 

| like it did once before. Grant Morrison will handle the writing chores while Howard 
Porter is set to draw it. The series will be preceded by a mini-series written by 
Fabian Nicieza and Mark Waid. 

• Buzz has learned that a creator-owned science fiction imprint is in the works 
j at DC. Going by the name of Matrix, the imprint will launch in July with two 

ongoing titles, followed by a mini-series and a third ongoing series premiering in 
August. Details are sketchy at present, because things such as titles for the projects 
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NEWS Norm Breyfogle 
BITES Returns to Prime 


Comics, Fantasy Artists 
Display on the Web 

The Internet hus long been predicted os o pathway to varied and unusual experi- 

bort.com is proof. Artists of differing styles have their work on display, including Boris 
Vallejo, Joe Quesado, Julie Bell and others. In addition to the images themselves, 
biographies of the artists are provided. Subject matter includes sdence fiction, fan- 

original works and signed collectibles are available for purchase. 

A visit to the sight reveals figures framed by spider webs, but not necessar- 
l ily images with either spider or web content. As one would expect, the site is very 


tise the site 


Marvels Wins ALA Honor 

f Marvels, the exploration of the history of Marvel's fictional world by Kurt 
and Alex Boss, was named a Best Book for Young Adults by the 
an library Association at its Midwinter Conference in San Antonia in 
I January.■/’DO 


| Daredevil to Tomb al Dracala, is suffering from o serious form of gloucomo. 
Responding to the escalating medical costs, a benefit auction is planned, 
le auction will take place at the Comic Book Extravaganza on Sunday, 
I March 10th, al the Marriott-East Hotel, 525 Lexington Avenue in New York 
V City. Contributions of rare original art, signed books and other materials are 
rovided by the likes of Todd McFarlone, Stan lee, John Buscemo, Dove 
8 Cockrum, Harlan Ellison, Mike Ploog, John Romitn Sr, Jim Steranko, Walt 
i, Joe Sinnott and many others. Proceeds from this benefit will go 
| directly to the Cotan family. 

For further information, call (201) 605-8345. ■ FDO 



ffSybut when the ongoing monthly starts | 
S8 offer the mini, I hove many idt 
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UNDERSTANDING 
THE FINE PRINT 

Here's all the trademark and copyright 
information for Scott McCloud's 
"Understanding Manga" feature. 


Page 44: All faces on Globe © and ™ their respective creators, including Makato Kobayashi, 



Reiji Matsumoto, Keiji Nakazawo, Mitsuru Adachi, Keiko Takemiya, Sampei Shirato, Kotsuhiro 


CUB © & ™ Gozeki Kojima & Kazuo Koike. 

Page 45: Woll pictures © and ™ as on page 44. SUPERMAN and NEW GODS © and ™ 
DC Comics. FATHER AND SON © and ™ Norio Hayasi & Yasuiti Osima. 750 RIDER © and 

Page 46: YOUNGBLOOD © and ™ Rob Liefeld. Panel 2 © and ™ as on page 44. FATHER 
RIDER's creator & Osamu Tezuka. 

Page 47: Panel 1 art © and ™ Riyoko Ikeda, Oasamu Tezuka and Kazuo Umezu. Panel 2 

Page 48: Panel 1 art © and ™ Riyoko Ikeda, Kotsuhiro Otomo, Gozeki Kojima & Kazuo 
Koike, Rumiko Takahashi, Masamune Shirow, Kazuya Kudo & Ryoichi Ikegami and Keiji 
Nakazawa. AKIRA © and ™ Kotsuhiro Otomo. 










THIS YEAR, THE PAST, THE PRESENT AND THE FUTURE 
WILL ALL MEET AT THE CROSSROADS OF HELL. 


















Venerable wizards Vecna, Tenser, and more of 
your favorite classic Dungeons & Dragons' game 


champions, monsters, and realms make their 
first appearances in decades in the Spellfire* 
Runes & Ruins Booster Pack, Set 8. You’ll love 
the realms of White Plume Mountain, the Keep 
on the Borderlands, the tomb of Horrors, and 
more! You’ll go ape over Oonga and creatures 
from the Fiend Fouo' accessory. You’ll flip head 
over heels for the new unarmed combat cards 
for use by heroes. And it all comes into play in 
March! 


pruHSJ Spellfire* Runes & Ruins 
=5sH Booster Pack, Set 8 
. 1 TSR#n51 

Sug. Retail $2.50; CAN $3.50; 


To find the store nearest you call toll-free 
1-800-384-4TSR. 

Questions? Call Rob Taylor at 414-248-2902. 


# SPELLFIRE 

Master the Magic 





company updates 


NEWS BITES 


Marvel Acquires 


Star Trek License 


While neither company w 
officially confirm the deal, inside 
ss indicate that Marvel wi 
reportedly publish five ongoing Star 
Trek series, beginning in August. They 
will be Star Trek: Deep Space Dine, Star 
Trek: Voyager, Star Trek: Unlimited (a 
quarterly, apparently featuring stories 
with the crew of the original series and 
of "The Next Generation"), Star Fleet 
Academy (based on the series of young 
adult novels published by Pocket 
L Books), and Enterprise: The Early 
I Voyages (featuring the pre-Jomes Kirk 
I adventures of the original starship). 

It's also reported that the kick-off to 
! new run will he Star Trek: X-Men, a one-shot combining Marvel's top-selling 
itants with the world of the Federation. (We're not kidding!) Rumored to be 
I writing the title is former X-Men scribe Chris Claremont. ■ PDO 


readers without alienating the old readers," Larsen said. 'Specifically, I have same 
ideas, none of which or all of which may happen. I want to kill off a long-running 
character; I want to modify the characters' physical characteristics somehow— 
possibly through disfigurement such os a scar; I wont to bring the characters out of 
their teens and age them up somehow." 

iome publishers handle these events by starting over from scratch and 
ing issue numbers, but Larsen said that's not the case. 'No, I will not be 
g a Mon of Steel," Larsen assured, referring to DC's revamp of Supermon in 
T9B6. "I don't wont to alienate those fans who have been around for years. But I 
want to dwell on the past either." ■ HC 

Six Flags Has a Job for Superman 

n January, Six Flags theme parks announced a major new attraction at its 
Valencia, California location. Since the Batman roller coaster has been a 
remendous success, Six Flags has decided to build a Superman-themed ride. 
However, Six Flags is not merely content to repeat the same formula with 
another roller coaster. "Superman the Escape," as it is tentatively called, will 
blast aerodynamic vehicles out of a small station, where they will reach 100 

tower, pause, and then fall back for about a minute. The design of 
"Superman the Escape" allows a weightless sensation for a longer duration 
and for a higher velocity {100 mph) than most roller coasters achieve. To 
handle the anticipated volume, the attraction will be built to handle 1,800 
riders per hour, m HC • 
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IN MEMORIAM 

Two comic book creators recently passed away, one a founding father and the other a 
budding star. 

Jerry Siegel, co-creator of Superman with the late Joe Shuster, passed away on 
Monday, January 29. He died of heart failure at the age of 81. (For more on the passing 
of this comic book great, see next issue.) 

Nick Manabat, artist of Jim Lee's Cybernary stories in Deathblow, passed away on 
Sunday, November 5, ending his battle with lymphoma. He was 23. 



Question of the Month 


company updates 


Catligbl: Dream into Mian #1, he joins the Teenoge Mutant Ninja Tuttles 
in April for a full-tolar one-shot. Writer/ortist Trent Kaniuga hos Mork, 
Leonardo and Raphael end up in Creed's dream world, and they must 
fight their way back to reality. 

MARVEL COMICS 

Mike Wieringo Min) is set to draw Mark Woid's story for Avengers #400, 
out in May. 


MAXIMUM PRESS 



group of angels who don't want her mysteriously conceived child to be 
horn. Look lor the photo variant cover of Cathy Christian os the 


MEET DANNY OCEAN 
Expect a Very kicky Tumor Hepcat Funbook in April. This trade paperback 
collects scattered kery kicky stories and strips, as well as new moteriol and 
pin-ups by the likes of Dave Sim, Evan Oorkin and others. 

MIRAGE PUBLISHING 

Teenage Mutant Ninja Turlies (tol. 2) #13 was the last issue to be published 

monthly TMNT comic put out by Erik Larsen ot Image Comics. (Plus the 
Archie boob!) 

ONE-SHOT PRESS 

Strictly independent #3, which spotlights independent comic books, ships in 
July, look lor the cover with the Fabulous Farcy Freak Brothers. 



Iron Mon + Dorkseid = Ironseid.21% 

Batman + Daredevil = Devil-Bat.21% 

Wolverine + Green Lantern = Wolvering.19% 

Silver Surfer + Firestorm = Silver Storm.14% 

War Machine + Peacemaker = Warmaker.14% 

Spider-Man + Hawkman = Spider-Hawk.11% 


following ore the live best amalgamations. Hope you gel os much of a hoot out of them as 
we did. (To see Wizards 'Top 10 Morvel/DC Character Amalgams" go to page 179.) 





























arsenic lies before they squi rm , 


ittreiaw. but you wont escape 
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"THIS IS OUR SECRET WEAPON IN THIS PROJECT," says DC Comics Executive Editor Mike 
Carlin. "This is where the 'new' fun happens." 

Just when readers thought DC and Marvel Comics had put all their cards on the table with their four-issue 
Marvel vs. DC crossover, they learned that Superman fighting the Hulk was only the beginning. At the end of 
issue #3, both companies' superhero universes meld together to create the Amalgam Comics universe, a new line 
of comics featuring new heroes with characteristics from each. 

"The crossover has never been done, but everyone has seen crowds of heroes crash into each other," Carlin says. 
"Smooshing them together hasn't ever been done. John Q. Public will enjoy the crossover, but this one is for the fans." 

Carlin and Marvel Executive Editor Mark Gruenwald presented the package to the key editors at their respec¬ 
tive companies, who generated a host of character and title ideas, says Gruenwald. "Then it was up to me and 
Mike as dictators—I mean, editors—to decide who could use who." 

Naturally, there were some obvious combinations, confirms Ron Marz, writer of the Amalgam title Dr. Strange- 
fate. "Everyone wanted to combine Batman and Wolverine," he says. "We had to pick the best spots to use these 
characters. But if everyone does what we planned, we think we'll have a coherent and believable universe." 

Were there any combinations that were too wacky to use? "Quite honestly," says writer Karl Kesel, "'too 
wacky' wasn't a limitation; the limitation was space." That's overcome to some extent by the trading-card sets 
from SkyBox and Fleer. Written by Barbara Kesel, who co-wrote X-Patrol, they feature a host of amalgamations 
that just didn't fit into the comics. These include details on such groups as the Challengers of the Fantastic, led 
by Prof. Reed Richards, who heads up the Cadmus Project. 

"When fans see these books, they're going to realize this is pure, unadulterated fun," Kesel says. Writer/artist 
John Byrne seconds that. "There was great potential for this to be really stupid," he says. "But I had a real good 
time doing it. I'm going to miss these characters." 

These aren't origin stories either, the creators stress, even though they are #1 issues. These characters have 
existed for a long time before the adventures being told. Here's what readers will find when they are dropped 
smack-dab into the Amalgam Universe during the week of February 28: 


Key smooshed characters: SUPERMAN, CAPTAIN AMERICA 

Writer: MARK WAID 

Artist: DAVE GIBBONS 

Cover price: $1.95 

Publisher: DC 

Super-Soldier sums up the Amalgam Uni¬ 
verse perfectly. In the 1930s, young, frail 


rk Kent of Kc 


Hark up but gives him po’ 
ties far beyond those of me 
;tory begins in 1941, but it 


:o the pr 


er-Solc 


er-Soldier 


’ought out of suspended an 
iters the 1990s. 

“He’s Cap with heat vision,” sums up 
riter Mark Waid. “But it’s his fighting 
>irit that is his most powerful charac- 
iristic.” That’s a critical point, because 


purely because of Dave Gibbons, w< 


SPI1ER-B0T#! 


Key smooshed characters: SPIDER-MAN, SUPERBOY 

Writer: KARL KESEL 

Artists: MIKE WIERINGO & KARL KESEL 

Cover price: $1.95 

Publisher: MARVEL 

“Spider-Boy happens at 1,000 miles per 
hour on every single page,” says 

what would happen if Jack Kirby had done 
Spider-Man. This is a big comic with big 
stuff happening on every page.” 

The book offers a lot of surprises and 

think that on every page, if not in every 

they did!’ That’s what we’re aiming for.” 

Spider-Boy has his hands full, taking 
on Bizzarnage (Bizzaro and Carnage), 






I-PATROLIl 


LEGEIIOFTHE1AIKGUWI1 

Key smooshed charocters: WOLVERINE, BATMAN 

Writer: LARRY HAMA 

Artists: JIM BALENT & RAY MCCARTHY 

Cover price: $1,95 

Publisher: DC 


Batman & Wolverine. It just doesn't 

inmmuuifl 

Key smooshed characters: BATMAN, NICK FURY 

Writer: CHUCK DIKON 

Artist: CARY NORD 

Cover price: $1.95 

Publisher: MARVEL 

S.HJ.E.L.D. story I could think up," chor¬ 
tles writer Chuck Dixon. “I got to blow 
up a lot of stuff and do a great Steranko 


1996 






















go for it.' He olso wonted to combine Bone and Blob. 
1 thought it was o great visual, but I was the only one 
(A who liked A," he loughs. 

"They let me use Oliver Queen, Goliath," soys Mark 
Woid. “But they wouldn't let me use the nome I wonted: 
Ml Giant Queen." Another title he ran up the flagpole that 
*** nobody saluted wos a comic colled Stan Lee S His Mon¬ 
ster (a take on DC's Silver Age humor book, Stanley & 

Z His Monster). But bis all-time favorite smoosh book 
would have been House to Astonish. 'I have no idea 
who would have starred in it," be admits. "I just like the 

O name, and I'm proud of it." 

Peter David, who writes the finale in Marvel vs. DC 


Mill 

Key smoeshed characters: 
ELEKTRA, CAIWOMAN, 
DAREDEVIL, DEATHSTROKE 
Writer: D.G. CHICHESTER 
Artists: SCOTT MCDANIEL & 
DEREK FISHER 
Cover price: $1.95 
Publisher: DC 

(Dare) Murdock and 
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SHFS GOT WHAT IT TAKES, 

BUT CREATOR BILLY TUCGI 

HAO HURDLES TO 

JUMP BEFORE GEniNG IT THERE 

BY ROB ALLSTETTER 























































my book every two or three months. People wont the 
story and they tend to get a little antsy [with delays 
between issues], and I don't blame them. We're giv¬ 
ing the people what they wont this year: more Shi 
books and more Crusade product." 

Among the product, according to Tucci: 

• Crusade Sgedal: Shi vs. Conroe #1 (April), litis 
major 48-page issue is written ond drawn by Tucci, who 
says, "Tomoe's been dishonored, and the only way she 
regain [her honor] bock is to finally hove a showdown 
with the 'Shi Killer,' which is the reason why the [Nora 
Worriors] hove come in the first piece. And inciden¬ 
tally, she finds out that it's her best friend, Ano." 

• Alnmik Ange^May). ihefojjpissue mini-series 
‘deals with nonotmnology. It has teenagers working 
for the government as a team, and it's got a real 
strong manga influence. Nelson Asencio's drawing it 
and Peter Gutierrez's writing it." 

• flogs of War (June). A black-and-white hook 
written by Tom Sniegoski (Vengeance of Vampirella) 
and drawn by Marc Masztal, "which is basically about 
on anthropomorphic lone wolf and cub starring my 
Dobermon Gypsy and Tom's shorpei Spencer." 

• Demon Dun (June). "A black-and-white book 
about the old west that Gary Cohn is writing and Barry 
Orkin drawing." 

• Lethargic Lad (June). A three-issue mini-series 
starring Greg Hyland's popular small press character. 

• iorrroe: Kietsu (summer). Similar to lost year's 
Shi: Senryaku mini-series, which featured several 
depictions and explanations of the 36 war strategies 







By a bunch of Wizard staffers 

































Peter Kuper 


THE SYSTEM 


Three issues 


IN COMICS SHOPS THIS MARCH • SUGGESTED FOR MATURE READERS 

Peter Kuper—HOT COMIC BOOK ARTIST— Rolling Stone, August 24 
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By Craig Shutt ) 


Letter writers 
don't,have the odds 
in their favor. 

Todd McFarlane's Spam, for instance, 
receives an average of 500 letters per week— 
and only five are published an issue. Other 
popular comics, including the X-Men, Spider- 
Man and Superman titles, also receive far 
more letters than can be printed. 

But, hey, don't let it get you down. In 
fact, here's how to improve your chances of 
being published, according to Marvel and DC 
letter edi tors, as well as some prominent 
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FIRST LOOK 


SPIDER-MAN: 
LEGACY OF EVIL 



VITAL STATS 

WHO? 

Spider-Man and the Green Goblin 

WHAT? 

Spider-Man: Legacy of Evil, a one-shot by Kurt Busiek and Mark Texeira 

DEBUT? 

Spider-Man: Legacy of Evil is due out in April 

WHAT'S THE DEAL? 

In a rote against time, this story weaves post and present history between Spider- 
Man and the Green Goblin as a kidnapped child must be found and rescued. 


Marc Shapiro, who talked with Jim Lee & Dob Liefeld last 
issue, is lust glad to see any book with Spidey's original 
costume in it! 


SPIDEY AND THE GREEN GOBLIN 
FACE OFF AGAIN IN APRIL 


BY MARC SHAPIRO 

€> wizard:TGTC #56 
















Teenage heroes have evolved 
from plot elements to major fan 
favorites... and there’s no holding 
them back! 


fy Matthew frady 


of Age 


Cow 




got their own series, as Wonder Girl joined. 

The Teen Titans quickly escaped from 
the shadows of their adult mentors, and 
their popularity grew. The Titans were 
DCs emissaries to the younger genera¬ 
tion. They were young, powerful, acted 
without adult supervision, and, while their 

talked the talk of the hip generation. 


adds that DCs creation 
of Mr. Jupiter, an adult mentor to the Titans, 
practically ruined the appeal of teen heroes 
in the 70s. “That was awful. It took away the 
thing that made the Titans cool: They were 
four kids that acted on their own, without 

Teen heroes languished in the back¬ 
ground throughout the ’70s, and it 


BEAT 


"I plan to do it, I look forward to doing it, and the 
best we con say at this point is that it's going to hop- 



will head o Teen Titans relaunch in the near future, 
with George Perez inking. 

But Jurgens warns Ions not to expect any kid 
with an "R" on his chest, a li'l Amazon princess, or 
any of the other traditional Teen Titans to be mem¬ 
bers. “While I hove nothing but respect for what 
Marv Wolfmon ond George Perez did [in the '80s 
revivol The New Teen Titans], the characters hove 
aged. Nightwing is older. Speedy is older, has o 
kid and is called Arsenal, while Aqualud may be 
dead. They've all been through so many changes 
that to me, the Teen Titans need an entirely new 
group of kids, so it's going to feature predomi¬ 
nantly new characters," Jurgens notes. 

Jurgens wants to ovoid the "Junior JLA" diche 
by keeping Impulse, Superboy, the young Green 
Arrow ond other established young characters out of 
the mix. "I think if s crucial in a book like this to be 
able to do a lot of character development, and you 
can't do that when it's someone else's character," he 
says. "What I want to do is find maybe one or two 
existing characters, and then fill the roster with brand- 
new characters. That way, the stories are all new, the 
villains are all new, ond the direction is unknown so 
I can surprise the render ond really make it something 
that is totally its own, rather than borrowing piece¬ 
meal from here and there." ■ MB 
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Belo$j£^^H tackles big teen 
issues like hairstyling and icky girls 
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Using motion lines can 
produce some exciting 
effects, but their dia¬ 
grammatic qualities can 
seem to illustrate the 
action, while not neces¬ 
sarily making the reader 
feel like a participant. 
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I believe these spare, carefully 
chosen lines promote a kind of 
psychological response in most 
readers, Inviting them to "get 
inside "the characters' heads. 
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MANGA 


AN EPIC, ANIHATED, SCIENCE-FICTION ADVENTURE lilHICH 
EXPLORES THE FUSION OF HAN AND MACHINE WHILE EXAMINING THE 
ORIGINS OF THE HUMAN SPECIES ITSELF! THE GUYVER IS THE 
ULTIMATE WEAPON, A MYSTERIOUS MECHA OF ALIEN DESIGN- WHEN 
ACTIVATED, THE UNIT INTERFACES WITH HUMAN SUBJECTS, 
TRANSFORMING THEM INTO POWERFUL COMBATANTS- ALREADY A 
SUCCESSFUL SERIES OF COMICS IN JAPAN AND THE U-S-, 
"GENESIS OF THE GUYVER" IS THE FIRST RELEASE IN THIS 
OUTSTANDING ANIME COLLECTION FROM MANGA VIDEO! 


DATA 1 


THE 3 GUYVER UNITS ARE STOLEN FRON THE 
ENIGMATIC CHRONOS CORPORATION IN JAPAN- 
GUYVER 1 IS ACCIDENTALLY DISCOVERED BY A 
YOUNG STUDENT-. SHO FUKAMACHI-. WHO TRIGGERS 
THE UNIT'S CONTROL MECHANISM- TRANSFORMED 
INTO THE GUYVER. HE BATTLES AGAINST THE 
BIO-MORPHIC ZOANOIDS CONTROLLED BY CHRONOS- 


PARENTAL DISCRETION ADVISED 


TL „Cbronos corporation is one of the largest industrial l 

n P conglomerates in existence, with a host of branches all V* 

I 11 Oover the world. They are also involved in some highly 
unusual lines of research, manipulating human DNA to construct 
monstrous transforming creatures called Zoanoids. Those subjected 
to the traumatic Zoanoid process who survive, can hide in human 
form, waiting for the order to emerge and destroy. 

The most advanced phase of the Chronos weapons development .. 

'A 

armour devices based on alien technology. A young high school Man 

student named Sho stumbles upon one such unit during a jig 

the first human to interface with the bio-booster. 

While the unit is active, Sho is The Guyver, an insectoid killing machine with a 
lethal array of internal weapons. No Zoanoid is a match for the hybrid even while 
Sho is still discovering the unit s capabilities, something he must do with haste 
when his identity becomes known to Chronos. From that point on, the Guyver is 
Sho’s greatest curse, and his only salvation. Chronos wants the unit back, and will 
stop at nothing to retrieve it, targeting Sho's school, friends, and anyone around 
him with their most vicious and terrifying Zoanoids. Sho must fight to survive, and 
to protect those he loves-but will the fight be won at the cost of his soul? 
Released by MANGA Video in 12 episodes, The Guyver is the animated brainchild 
of comic artist Yoshiki Takaya. Encouraged by his editor to make his initial 
combat-suit design more grotesque, Takaya struck upon the idea of an alien, 
biological device, a living armour that bonded itself organically to its host. This 
took the series to a darker direction than was originally intended, and won 
Takaya such devoted fans that The Guyver manga is still being published today. 


$ 12. 95 srp 
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Been readin' all about manga this issue? 
Has it whet your appetite for the "Big Eye" 
stuff? Well, just because two of the biggest 
manga mavens on this side of 
the Pacific are also two of the 
nicest companies around, you 
could walk away with enough 
manga to satisfy even Galactus' 
hunger. And all you have to do is 
be able to write your name. 






HOW TO PLAY 


The Legalese 


IT'S A RANDOM DRAWING, SILLY. FILL OUT THE COUPON, SEND IT IN AND YOU COULD 
WIN OUR... 


...Grand Prize (1): One lucky reader will receive a veritable 
mountain of manga! It includes: Courtesy of Dark Horse Comics (the manga masters), 



comics and trade paperbacks of the titles 3x3 Eyes, Appleseed, Bubblegum Crisis, Caravan 
Kidd, Dirty Pair, Dominion, Domu, Ghost in the Shell, Gunsmith Cats, Legend of Mother 
Sarah, Oh My Goddess!, Orion, Outlanders, The Rebel Sword, Venus Wars and Version. 
Whew! Courtesy o' Graphitti Designs (the maestros of merchandise), the five-volume 
Akira hardcover series and a cool-as-all-get-out limited-edition Tetsuo statue. (He's the 



main guy in Akira!) 



this out, put it in an envelope 
and send it to: Mountain of 
Manga Contest, </o Wizard Press, 
P.O. Box 118, Congers, NY 10920- 
0118. Deadline is April 30, 1996. 






















































KOTT McCLOUD 


KOSUKE FUJISHIMA (kohhh-skay foo-jee- 
shee-mah): The new jock on the American mongo 
scene, writer/artist of Dork Horse's Oh My 
Goddess! and You're Under Arrest!. Known for his 
depictions of motorcycles, can and oirplanes, but 
most particularly for his long-tressed “goddesses" 
docked out in elegant, exotic fashions 


span-off his monga Gunsmith Cols, running in Japan 
since 1991 and currently being published in the U.S. 
by Dark Horse. Sonoda knows his can, his guns and 
his girls but of the mango artists mentioned here, he 


Manga’s Big Guns 


































Japanese Manga 


Mongo ore popolot in Jopon to o degree thot is unmotched onywhere else in the 
world. Of oil the books end mogozines poblished in Japan, some 40 percent ore 
comics (1992 figores, soles by onit). A popular comics anthology magazine, Shorten 
Jump, bos sold in excess of five million copies per week, and circolotion's over one 
million are relatively common. 

Mongo ore poblished first os mogozines—ranging bom saddle-stitched antholo¬ 
gies of about 350 pages (15 to 35 stories in eoch) to perfect-bound tomes of over 


upon in Japan, and even considered by some to be "just for kids," they are taken 
far more seriously tbon in most of the rest of the world, where they ore commonly 
ghettoized and sneered at as being suitable only for subliterates. 

Perhaps the easiest way to perceive the plate of mongo within Japan's culture 

sion. Comics in America are, by and lorge, primarily about costumed superheroes. 
By contrast, injapan,themangaart form is used to deal with every conceivable aspect 
















is quite likely that there's a manga made just for you. 

Artistic standards for manga are rather looser than for comics in most of the rest 
of the world, with a strong story taking center stage. As long as the artist meets a 
minimum standard of competency fond has an appealing style), he'll he accepted— 
as long as his stories are good. Iliere is a popular type of yon-kama that is usually drawn 
by disgruntled ex-office workers, both male and female. The style is simple in the 
extreme and could certainly be mastered by almost anyone with a few months of 
effort. But it is the humor and insight of these comics that make them popular, not 
their artistic rendering. Here manga could almost be compared to the American news¬ 
paper comic strip where a number of great gag writers with simplistic art styles have 
found success (such as Gary Lorson and his "Far Side" or Cathy Guisewite's "Cathy"). 

Four or five years ago, manga publishers and publishers of erotic manga in par¬ 
ticular, received a severe blow. Erotic manga had been pushing the boundaries of accept¬ 
ability for some years. The bulk of these comics were law-circulation magazines sold 
by small companies, and were often hard to find outside of specialty stores. But more 
graphic nudity and depictions of sex began to appear in the mare mainstream mag¬ 
azines. Practically all the publishers were to blame, but the ax fell on Shogakukan, 
whose biweekly magazine Young Sunday was publishing a comic called Angel. Since 
then, most manga publishers have been running scared, and many smaller publish¬ 
ers have gone out of business because of public backlash. 

Nowadays, the future of manga looks promising as it is influencing the Western 
world and beyond. Though the manga reprinted in America centers mostly on high- 
adrenaline entertainment, manga's acceptance will be complete when subject 
matter about everyday life can thrive in America. ■ Foretr Smith 






























Fax of Life 


Joe Hubert’s Fax From Sarajevo 
details war-torn Bosnia 



Craig Shutt, who got the skinny on Strangers in Paradise last issue, communicates with the world 
through his blender. 

By Craig Shutt 
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7. th-e objective in.eth.od 

Storytelling is about making the reader feel a certain way, so it is 
mportant how you wish to portray a given scene. There are three 
vays: objective, subjective and P.O.V. 

With the objective approach, the reader is kind of sitting off on 
the sidelines watching things. Whether it's a 



3. the subective way 

If you take the next example, the shot would become subjective, 
because the big guy is now looking directly at the reader. You 
can do this sparingly for a jarring effect or, like a "Friday the 
13th" movie, you can show much of the story as if seen through 
the eyes of the character. To sum up the subjective shot, when you 
establish character-to-reader eye contact, you'n 



9. p.e.v. 

Lastly, we have the P.O.V. (pt 


it of view) approach. The P.O.V. shot is 
an get while remaining c 
latever) subjective by fir 


stand this to be his P.O.V. Likewise, when you stand the ret 
to one of the characters in the scene, he becomes more involved. He 
zooms up close and personal. So, when you cut to your next shot ol 
the other character's close-up, it becomes a P.O.V. shot. Just make 
sure the character doesn't look directly at the reader. 


These are some of the basic approaches to storytelling. The mixing 
rnd matching of these techniques, and when you decide to use each 
ype of particular approach will become your very awn storytelling 
jtyle. Next month, when I discuss pacing, you'll have even more 
lay around with. It's as endless as your imagina- 
jn! So look forward to next month, and till then, .keep the lead 
imin', tough guys! W 


Greg Capullo cai 


an every month penciling Spawn, published by 
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HO VioOM 

AVAILABLE ONLY WITH REGISTERED CERTIFICATE 


NAME (please print clearly) AGE 


HOME ADDRESS 


CITY STATE ZIP 


HOME PHONE (with uu code, okay?) 


ORDERING INFORMATION: 

Lody Rawhide #1/2.FREE 

Shipping and handling.$3.00 

Total enclosed with certificate.$3.00 □ 


Orders MUST be made using this certificate and MUST be sent in the attached 
envelope. One copy per certificate. No photocopies or duplicates will be accepted. Orders 
will be processed on a first-in, first-out basis. Allow 8-12 weeks for delivery. 


THIS OFFER EXPIRES APRIL 30, 1996! 


DO NOT SEND CASH! Remit by check or money order. Canadian orders remit 
$4.00, other foreign orders remit $6.00. All payment must be in U.S. funds 
drawn on a U.S. bank. Make all checks payable to Wizard Press. Please print 
clearly—we'd hate for the post office to fail to deliver your comic because we 
couldn't decipher your address. This offer expires April 30, 1996. All orders 
postmarked after that date will be returned to sender unopened 


















a v e you attached first class postage to the envelope? 






wizard rress 
Drawer W 
P.O. Box 10000 
Bealton, VA 22712-1300 











BUT THEN AGAIN, PAPPY ALWAYS DID SAY TO 
CATER TO A WOMAN WITH A WHIP. OR A SWORD. 

SO IF WE WAS YOU. COWPOKE, WE’D BE A-LOOKIN’ 

TO BELLY-UP TO THE BAR AND ORDER 

LADY RAWHIDE *1/2, 

A BRAND-SPANKIN’-NEW LADY RAWHIDE YARN 
AVAILABLE EXCLUSIVELY THROUGH THIS 

ONE-TIME-ONLY WIZARD OFFER. 

PONY UP THREE BUCKS AND YOU GET: 

• A BRAND-NEW. ALL-ORIGINAL LADY RAWHIDE STORY 
BY WRITER DON McGREGOR 
AND ARTIST ESTEBAN MAROTO! 

• THE FIRST APPEARANCE OF STAR WOLF, A BRAND-NEW 
LADY RAWHIDE SUPPORTING CHARACTER! 

• BEHIND-THE-SCENES SKETCHBOOK MATERIAL! 

• A VOLUME WITH THE LOOK AND FEEL OF FINE, 
HAND-TOOLED SADDLE LEATHER! (OKAY, WE LIED. 

IT’LL BE ON PAPER. NICE PAPER. THOUGH.) 

ORDER TODAY OR WE’LL PUT SADDLE SORES ON YOU 
WHERE AN HOLABRE SHOULD NEVER GET SADDLE SORES! 

ROUGH ‘N’ RUGGED LEGAL TYPE: 

No reproductions of this coupon will be accepted. This coupon must be sent in the occomponying envelope, one coupon per comic. 
You may put additional coupons in the same envelope. Remit by check or money order only. Conadian orders remit $4.00, other 
foreign orders remit $6.00. All payment must be in U.S. funds drawn on a U.S. bank. Make all checks payable to Wizard Press. 
Offer good only while supply lasts. Please allow eight to 12 weeks for delivery. Changes of address 
will not be forwarded unless Wizard Press is notified in writing by April 30,1996. 

THIS OFFER EXPIRES APRIL 30. 199B-S0 MOVE IT. PARDNER! 
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Lady Rawhide ™ & © 1996 Zorro Productions 
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HATE IN ‘HYPEP 

“Hype!," a documentary about the grunge music 


“VR Troopers” has been renewed for another 
season in syndication next fall... .‘‘Mars Attacks!,” 
a live-action movie based on the Topps trading cards, 
was scheduled to begin production in early Febru- 


be in theaters by the end of the 


.... Producer/director/writer 


Buddy and Stinky lamenting the "death” of the 
Seattle music scene. “Hype!” premiered in late 
January at the Sundance Festival. A Hate feature 

both in development 

CASPER ON FOX 


Laurie Parker... .Patrick McGoohan has wrapped a Rob Allstetter has also been linked to a live-action 
seven-figure deal with Polygram to write and pro- Wonder Woman film. 

' ™” CONGRATS, BATS: YOU HAD THE TOP GROSSING FILM OF 1995 



series for Universal, according to The Hoi- I 
lywood Reporter. Richard Anderson, who I 
played Oscar Goldman in the TV show 
(along with its spinoff “The Bionic I 
Woman”), will be executive producer and I 


being developed into a movie by Oliver I 
Stone’s Ixtlan Productions. Angel Dean I 


Mgw 


'wijft 


BflTMRN 


VIDEO RELEASES 

Disney has a trio of videos coming: last summer’s 
hit “Pocahontas" on Feb. 28, “The Many Adven¬ 
tures of Winnie the Pooh” on March 27 and 


Icelekrjtij Projilo 


.en & Stimpy Show.” The tape, which rur 


(LOTS OF) 

SHORTTAKES 


| things he says. 


. The Canadian actor has a sly sen 


■ ing Logan in the X-Men movie would be a dream role. And if there': 
all for getting back into his funky vest as Banshee. 

I Taking a break from Danger Room 

■ scenes in Vancouver, Ratchford plops down 

■ with his nearly completed crossword puzzle, 

| lights up a cigarette and turns Wizards sub- 
m jects into punchlines. 


ore Generation X to hit television, Rotchford's 



>r a Grammy Award for record of 


stone (“Clueless”) is almost 
girl....Disney’s The Mighty Ducks, already a 
National Hockey League team and the focus of two 



inflections and he's kind of Scottish and Irish, 

■ which fits my background to a T. [In accent ] 

I I'm from the Murray clan of Ireland and the 
Ratchford clan of Scotland." 
b The Banshee/White Queen rela¬ 
tionship: "There is so much sexual tension, it's 
just outrageous." 

His nickname on the set: "Lucky Charms. [Singing] They're magically delicious!" 

I On just missing getting the voice of Wolverine in the X-Men cartoon: "Every time I've gone up for the 
X-Men since, they say, 'You sound too much like Wolverine.' And I say, 'I tried to prove that to you the first time.'" 
Comic book movies: "It's a weird phenomenon. I was watching 'Batman,' and I was thinking we would get 
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The Highland Mint Presents.. 











This contest is 
Sponsored by 
The Highland 
Mint. Call 
1 - 800 - 544-6135 
for a dealer 


{Second Pr ize (1): One reader will receive a silver Amazing Fantasy I 
#15 replica (that's a whopping $235 retail value), and not just any one at that. It'll be the 
one numbered #15, which we think is keen as hell. 


Third Pri-ze (5): 

Five readers will receive a bronze 
Amazing Fantasy #15 Mint-Card 
Uce the one on the top of 
^Miosite page). 


near yon. 
Operators are 
standing by! 


Fill this sucker 
out, attach it to|l 
your minty thing, 
put it in an 
envelope and 
send it to: 
Highland Mint 
Contest, c/o 
Wizard Press, 

P.O. Box 118, 
Congers, NY 
10920-0118. 
Deadline is 
April 30, 1996. 


Grand Prize (1): One reader will receive the sucker on the bo 
page—the one-of-a-kind original sculpt used to make The Highland Mint's initial Marvel cover ol 
Fantasy #15. The sculpt will come with a letter of provenance (read: "certificate of authenticity," j 
Highland Mint stating that it is a unique item used in the actual production of the Amazing Fantas 
kind copy of the Amazing Fantasy#] 5 cover? Now that's cool! 


Did you attach something mint? 


Just get into the mint spirit by sending us something mint. It can be anything—a piece of spei 
dinner mint, maybe some mint leaves. Send something in and you're as good as entered. Ram 
could win some... 


How to Play 







mmwi- 


palmer’s picks 

a look at some cool stuff with an alternative twist 

Seriously Funny % 


tOlJttC CJtV 

uml the 


are a welcome 


change from 

ns says. "I get kidnapped by Doc 

:;: h r;:::;:;; e f ot e b::: ! ,r^ super-ser iou s 





























scene 

A guide to Japanese comics and animation. 
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AMCftKAN INVASION 

Oddly enough, mango is o two-way street (or Dark Horse. The company's been introducing American comics 
to Japan through the popular quarterly anthology Super Comic Maker, in which Japanese versions of such 
titles as The Mask, Flaming Corral and Predator have appeared. 

"It's been pretty well received by the Japanese audience," says Dark Horse editor Peel Janes. "Really, 
they're eager to get their hands on American camic culture." 

These days, Dark Horse's Star Wars comics are even advertised in the flagship Japanese anime magazine, 
Hewlype. And fans wouldn't even have to go to a galaxy far, far away to get their hands on them. • 


picks of the rnontfj 


Spirit of Wonder #1 


Comics came out in 1987—with Hiroaki 
Samura’s Blade of the Immortal, first published 


video: 

Kishin Corps 

(Pioneer LOCA, dubhed VHS/subtitled VHS/bilingual LD (CC); 60 mins., $24.98/$29.98/$39.98,4 volumes) 


Junin (“The Eternal Dweller”). The “immor- 

his soul can be at rest. As might be imag¬ 
ined, current Dark Horse manga editor Dave 
Chipps describes its mood as “pretty dark. 



title will indeed be sufficient for Dark Horse 
to give it a sequel series. Dates for the other 



ries and new talent from the black charger of 
the industry, Portland’s finest! As Chipps puts 
it, “A black-and-white manga such as Domin¬ 
ion or Gunsmith Cats is, creatively, light-years 



Guess what, people? The manga books are 
the best comics on the market!” W 


Carl Horn, who wrote “American Manga” on 
page 52, can fit an entire soccer ball in his mouth. 


Like "Giant Robo," "Kishin Corps" gives the feeling of stylized characters and riv¬ 
eted, industrial-looking robot behemoths from a cool, retro-'60s anime TV show— 
updated with the techniques of the 1990s. But whereas "Giant Robo" seemed to 

what might have happened had aliens invaded Earth in the midst of World War II! 
The Hitler/Stalin pact was nothing compared to a scenario where the Nazis and 
Imperial Japan are trying to exploit the alien robots' technology for world con¬ 
quest, and the international brigade of the Kishin Corps must fight both the Axis 
and the aliens at the same time! Kishin is a stylish, distinctively different looking adven¬ 
ture story that — pardon the phrase — is for the whole family. No nudity or graphic 
violence, but a whole lot of fun. 

manga: 

Barefoot Cert: Out of the Ashes 

(New Society Publishers, 4527 Springfield Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19143, $12.95,288 pages, four volumes) 
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Who needs the pros? This is the show for WlZAFil RfiSdCfS All 
The four hip folks whose artwork scored an honorable mention this month 
will each receive a factor X* r signed by lohn Francis Moore and a TheMaxx 
*2 signed by William Messner-Loebs. Each of the three kickin’ runners-up 
will receive a Wolverine “90 signed by Larry Hama, an Uncanny X-Men *310 
signed by John Romita Jr. and a Spider-Man 2 099 *37 signed by Howard 
Chaykin. Davy Apis, the rad artist of this month’s winning entry, will 
receive all that rockin’ stuff, plus the original art by /Mike Deodato Jr. from 
the Pitt Intrepid card set (.muchas gracias, Intrepid)! Congrats, everyone! 











RUNNERS-UP 



&OAK.C? 
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CARD 

BY JOYCE M. STEEL 


MARKET 


CARDS GO ALTERNATIVE 


In March, Dynamic Entertainment unleashes its 
Creators’Alternate Universe series, a 90-carder fea¬ 
turing all original art from a slew of hot indepen- 

Teri S. Wood (WanderingStai) and Drew Hayes 
(Poison Elves) leading a pack of 10 creators. 

A mere $ 1.50 gets you an eight-card pack fea¬ 
turing those three artists plus Terry Moore (Strangers 
in Paradise), B.C. Boyer (Hilly Rose), Batton Lash 
(Wolfand Byrd), David Mack (Kabuk), James Owens 
(Stardiild), Paul Pope (THB) and a newcomer named 


which includes 87 art cards and three checklist cards. 

As for the ch< 
for a parallel set 


THE BROTHERS HILDEBRANDT 




Wars for the first time in 20 years, with a Topps 
card series scheduled for summer release. Though 
details are sketchy, the set’ll feature 100 original 
paintings by the Hildebrandts, and will be based 




Strangers in Paradise is part of 
the Creator's Alternate Universe 
set from Dynamic Entertainment. 
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ers’ four previous series with nine new pieces of 
art featuring Covenant, a character they created 
for a guest appearance in Event Comics’ Ash #5. 
Expect to pay about $2.29 for each seven-card 



500 Greg and Tim Autographed Cards. 


THE DISH FDR NEXT ISH: 

1996 marks the 30th year since the maiden vo; 
ebrating big tin- 


TOPPS 


Joyce M. Steel is a comics V cords freelance writer 




Fleer announced the formation of a new "hobby 
trade division." If it works like they say it will, it’ll 
mean that folks who’ve fathfully frequented hobby 




"Now, where the heck did I park 
the speeder?" The Hildebrandts 
return to Star Wars this summer. 


DECK 


• In a move that'll shake up Magic players across the 
country, two of the game's more popular cards have 
been put on the banned/restricted list. No need to worry 
about those ridiculously annoying Black Vises— they've 
been restricted to one per deck. As for the ultra-power¬ 
ful Mind Twist — bye-bye, it's banned. 


• Speaking of first-turn kills, We're sure that's what the 
big guns at this year's Mage Pro Tour will be gunning for. 
With the first event slated for February 16-17 in New 



(ages 18 and up) consisting of 256 players, and juniors 
(18 and younger) consisting of 128 players. Sixteen prizes 
will be awarded, including a $12,000 senior Grand Prize 


• New battlesites! New characters! More Gen 13 ! That's 


Unlimited Edition right around the corner. 

• What else is new, you ask? Lots. You've got Monsters 
& Amazons, supplemental dkeforlSR's everiiopular Dragon 
Dice collectible dice game (CDG?). Knights of the Isles, the 
first expansion for the Arthurian-themed Quest for the Grail, 
with more renowned knights like Sirs Agravaine, Gawain and 
Gareth. Plus, on the brand-new CCG front comes Mayfair 
Games' Fantasy Adventures, a monster vs. hero, treasure 
and trap, quick-combat sort of game. ■ Michael Searle 


Michael Searle is the editor ofWizard 's sister mag InQuest, 
the all-around grooviest guide to collectible card games. 




































THE LATEST IN COMIC-RELATED TOY AND ACTION FIGURE NEWS 
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' - THE ARENA FOR FAN-MADE 
iST ACTION FIGURES. 

All of the following figures were mode 
from plain old, ordinary figures (and some 
even from scratch!), and every one of these 
gifted creators will receive a Mattel toy pack 
and a copy of Cyberforce#] signed by Marc 
^ Silvestri. The Runner-Up will get a Codename: 

Stryke Force #1 signed by Brandon Peterson in addition 
, to the above goodies, and the megatalented Grand 
k. Prize Winner gets all that stuff plus a limited-edi- 
Bk tion Ballistic Polystone statue from Mattel. 

Congrats to everyone! 


Big thanks to those funky 
Mattel fellas for their generous 

































SHADOWCAT 

Cathy Forrest, Lanham, MD 
This doll was (rafted from a 
doll from the Beauty and 
line, with some simple 
ribbon for the belt. 


HOMEMADE HEROES 
c/o Wizard Press 
PO Box 118 

Congers. NY 10920-0118 
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MARVEL HEROES #1 
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CONCRETE: THINK 
LIKEAMOUNTAIN#! 



If you like Coiurete: Think Like a 
Mountain, Wizard recommends you 

reod...Cere4(K, Hepcats and Omaha the Cat Dancer, 
because each of these mature-type books presents some 
complex issues that truly moke you think. 
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A listing of the high-profile 
books shipping in March 
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THE NEXT 10 HOT BOOKS AND THE COMPANIES THAT MAKE THEM 

11. SHAWN #9 IMAGE 

12. WOLVERINE #75 MARVEL 

13. X-MEN ALPHA MARVEL 


14. VENGEANCE OF VAMNREUA #1 HARRIS 

15. THE MAXX #1 IMAGE 

16. ASH#I EVENT 

17. GENERATION X #1 MARVEL 

18. SPAWN #1 IMAGE 

19. LADY DEAIM: B.H.A.H. #1 CHAOS! 

20. LADY RAWHIDE #1 TOPPS 
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Catch CHROMIUM action etmry monwi in Wiza 
or ask your Hobby Dealer for upcoming prfltiln 
releases featuring CHROMIUM technofflflM 
Look for ClearChrome,HOLOChrome, EmbmSSl 
Double Sided,Laser Cut and Glow in the Dari 
CHROMIUM limited edition trading cards in 
upcoming issues of Wizard. 





































































MARKET WATCH 

by Jon Warren 

WHAT’S UP? 
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WIZARD TOP 100 

The highest-ordered comic books for the 
month of JANUARY. 

Compiled by the Wizard Price Guide staff, and 
working off the data supplied by comic book retailers 
across the country, the following is a listing of the 
highest-ordered comics for January. Check out the 
umn on the right for an explanation of this month's 



rankings. (CE=Collector’s Edition) 


1 Marvel versus DC #2 (Marvel/ DC) 

2. X-Men #50 CE (Marvel) 

3. Uncanny X-Men #330 (Marvel) 

4. Wolverine #99 (Marvel) 

5. Spawn #43 (Image) 

6. Spawn #42 (Image) 

7. Gen 13 #8 (Image) 

8. Spawn/WildC.A.T.s #1 (Image) 

9. Generation X #13 (Marvel) 

10. X-Man #13 (Marvel) 

11. X-Force #52 (Marvel) 

12. X-Factor #120 (Marvel) 

13. Cable #29 (Marvel) 

14. X-Men: Unlimited #10 (Marvel) 

15. Storm #2 (Marvel) 

16. Excalibur #95 (Marvel) 

17. X-Men: Askani'Son #2 (Marvel) 

18. Amazing Spider-Man #409 (Marvel) 

19. Sensational Spider-Man #2 (Marvel) 

20. Sandman #75 (DC) 

21. Spider-Man #66 (Marvel) 

22. Spectacular Spider-Man #232 (Marvel) 

23. Tomoe#0 (Crusade) 

24. X-Nation 2099#) (Marvel) 

25. Batman #528 (DC) 

26. WildC.A.T.s #26 (Image) 

27. Superman #110 (DC) 

28. Action Comics #719 (DC) 

29. Detective Comics #695 (DC) 

30. Adventures of Superman #533 (DC) 

31. Superman: The Man of Steel #54 (DC) 

32. Incredible Hulk #439 (Marvel) 

33. Professor X and The X-Men #5 (Morvel) 

34. The X-Hles #14 (Topps) 

35. S. Wars: Heir to the Empire #4 (D. Horse) 

36. Batman: Shadow of the Bat #48 (DC) 

37. WetWorks #14 (Image) 

38. Superman: The Man of Tomorrow#4 (DC) 

39. Robin #27 (DC) 

40. Botman: Legends...Dark Knight #81 (DC) 

41. Pitt #10 (Full Bleed) 

42. S. Wars: Tales.. Jedi—S. War #6 (D. Horse) 

43. Avengelyne: Deadly Sins#l (Maximum) 

44. Catwoman#31 (DC) 

45. Cyberforce #19 (Image) 

46. Azroel #15 (DC) 

47. Spider-Man: The Final Adv. #4 (Marvel) 

48. Spider-Man Team-Up #2 (Marvel) 

49. Robin #26 (DC) 

50. Avengers #396 (Marvel) 


51. Captain America #449 (Marvel) 

52. X-Men 2099 #30 (Marvel) 

53. Dior #496 (Marvel) 

54. Wonder Woman #107 (Marvel) 

55. Fantastic Four #410 (Marvel) 

56. "21" #1 (Image) 

57. Azroel #14 (DC) 

58. Team 7 III: Dead Reckoning #1 (Image) 

59. Venom: Along Came a Spider #3 (Mar.) 

60. Calwoman #30 (DC) 

61. Die Maxx #22 (Image) 

62. Green Lantern #72 (DC) 

63. Amazing Fantasy #18 (Marvel) 

64. Untold Tales of Spider-Mon #7 (Mor.) 

65. The All New Exiles #4 (Malibu) 

66. Batman: Scar of the Bat (DC) 

67. Grifter #9 (Image) 

68. Superbay #25 (DC) 

69. Phoenix Resurrection: Aftermnth (Mai.) 

70. Iron Man #326 (Marvel) 

71. Glory #9 (Image) 

72. Spider-Man 2099 A.D. #41 (Marvel) 

73. Flash #111 (DC) 

74. Backlash #16 (Image) 

75. Maximage #2 (Image) 

76. Green Goblin #6 (Marvel) 

77. Black 0ps#l (Image) 

78. Man-Bat #2 (DC) 

79. Sovereign Seven #9 (DC) 

80. StormWatch#32 (Image) 

81. Daredevil #350 (Marvel) 

82. Silver Surfer #114 (Marvel) 

83. Extreme Destroyer Prologue (Image) 

84. Youngblood #4 (Image) 

85. Tarzan vs. Predator... E.C. #1 (D. Horse) 

86. Extreme Destroyer Epilogue (Image) 

87. Deathblow #24 (Image) 

88. New Warriors #69 (Marvel) 

89. Preacher #12 (DC) 

90. Vamps: Hollywood 8 Vein #2 (DC) 

91. Evil Ernie: Straight to Hell #4 (Chaos!) 

92. Cybernory #3 (Image) 

93. Punisher #5 (Marvel) 

94. Aquaman #18 (DC) 

95. Ultraforce/Spider-Man #1B (Molibu) 

96. Vampirella of Drakulon #1 (Harris) 

97. New Man #1 (Image) 

98. Fantastic Four 2099 #3 (Marvel) 

99. Who) If? #83 (Marvel) 

100. GIJoe#2 (Dark Horse) 


AT THE TOP: 

ket pack this year. Retailers keep stocking 
up on each issue of this huge mini-series, 
as the fanpeople can’t get enough of watch- 


series’ fiftieth issue, which brought new X- 
foe Post to town—trailed the Marvel/DC 






IN THE MIDDLE: 


Tomoe #0—the first major non -Shi project 
from Billy Tucci’s Crusade Entertainment— 
hit Shi numbers, even though Tucci isn’t the 
artist or writer on this mini-series. X-Nation 
2099 # I, yet another new X-tide from Mar¬ 
vel (this one stars, in effect, the Generation 
X of the future), finished at only #24, prob¬ 
ably due to its high cover price ($3.95 for 
32 pages) and the fact that it’s a 2099 book. 
Retailers aren’t taking risks on the strug- 





If you’re a. 



Top 100 Coordinator 
c/o Wizard Press 
151 Wells Ave. 

Congers, NY 10920-2064 
or e-mail us at WizardTGTC@aoLcom 
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survey:issue 


We want lo know what you like about this li'l mag of ours. Tell us what you thought about this particular 
issue of WIIAKD, what you liked best, and what sucked sour frog ass. (Use extra paper if you're one of 
them long-winded types.) 


Are books selling in your area for a lot more or a lot less thon WIMD is listing them at? 

If they are, we wanna know. List any major discrepancies you feel exist in the WIZAKD price guide. 
(Use extra paper if necessary.) 


WE WANT TO 
KNOW WHAT 




We need your help. Y'see, the only way to keep 
| price guide 


book fans that make this industry what it is. So, 
we need you to take a couple of minutes and fill 
out the survey on the left and mail this page to 
us. And heck, by helping us make a better mag, 
you'll get a better mag! (See? It all works out in 
the end.) Oh, and feel free to photocopy this 
page if you don't feel like destroying this issue. 



Jon R. Warren 
c/o WIZARD P.G. Surveys 
2401 Broad St. 
Chattanooga, TN 37408 
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Single Cards 
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ELCOME TO 
SCELLANEOUS 

UFF, Wizard’s new 
ssified advertising 
:ion. Each month you 
turn here to find the 
ff you want—the 
ilest comics, cards, 
s, collectibles, music 
I much more —all in 
place. 


we’d like your input, too. 
/ou have comments about 
s new section, or if you’d like 
see some special sort of 
oduct advertised here, let us 
ow. Our goal is to make 
LLANEOUS STUFF 
e “yellow pages for cool 
iodies” (that means no 
Is for organ donations or 
hair clippers or other 
ings you don’t really care 
out). So drop us a line (to 
c/o MISCELLA- 
STUFF or on-line at 


ADVERTISERS: 

Wizard is the leading magazine about 
comic books and related entertainment. 
It is read by comic book enthusiasts and 
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Shows & Conventions 

These listings are as accurate as we can get ’em, but Wizard always recommends phoning ahead before you attend an event—show 
information sometimes changes after we go to press. With that in mind, it’s time for all you comic-hungry hordes to go conventioneering! 
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Wizard’s magic to 
help advertise 
your comic book 
event, call 
Karen Evora at 



















































































































INCLUDES AFREE CHAOS ORB CARO!!* 



InQuest gives Magic players the edge, with winning 
strategies, tips, and Killer Decks™ every issue. Now 
InQuest goes one step further, providing every reader 
with the most feared card in the game: Chaos Orb! 


•THE CHAOS ORB INCLUDED IS ABOUT 6" x 9". SO EXPECT SOME TROUBLE SHUFFLING. 









MVOLVEMNE 

BY MATTHEW BRADY 

mwksms m 


WEIGHT: 195 lbs. 


EVE COLOR: Brawn 

FIRST APPEARANCE Incredible Hulk#} 80 
TITLES CURRENTLY APPEARING IN: Uncanny X-Men, X-Men, Wolver 
ENEMIES: Sabretooth, Lady Deathstrike, Genesis, Omega Red 



secret agent, Weapon X. Undergoing the program's tortuous pro¬ 
cedures against his will, Logan had adamantium molecularly (used 
ta his skeleton, rendering his bones virtually unbreakable. Part of 
the adamantium process manifested itself as three one-foot long 
retractable claws that projected from the back of each of his hands. 

Escaping into the Canadian wilderness, Logan wandered naked 

James Hudson, the man in charge of forming Alpha Flight, Canada's 
government-sanctioned superteam. Recuperating quickly—due 
to his mutant healing power—Lagan became one of Alpha Flight's 
most valuable members and tank the cade name Wolverine. 

Logan later severed all ties with the Canadian government 
and Alpha Flight, and joined Prof. Charles Xavier's second team 
of X-Men, whose first mission was to locate the missing origi¬ 
nal X-Men. They succeeded and Wolverine stayed with the X-Men 

Throughout many of the X-Men's battles, Logan has been 
the team's last hope, fighting back from near-insurmountable 
odds. During such battles, Logan has hod to fight to 
control of his wild, animalistic nature which would overtake him 
if given the chance. 

Never a team player for long, Logan has 
on his own, frequently ending up in so " 
roughest ports of the world. On many i 
faced same of the world's mightiest villainst 
to a victory or a standstill, proving his might a 
est—if not most tenacious—fightersdive. 
adventures as an escape from the regimented Me of on I 
and has even gone so far as to create a new identity for f 
as "Patch" on the Pacific island of Madripoor. 

Still unaware of his true origin, rr.r— “ 
lures have led him ta sites that were s 
Thanks ta records he discovered, and the [ 

Grey, Logan has learned that many of f 
memory implants apparently inserted:' 
adamantium, and that the Weapon X pro 
much darker purpose than htteeerin 


During a recent battle with Magneto, 
Logaa’s adamantium was forcibly removed 
from his skeleton, leaving him severely 
injured. Upon his recovery, Logan 
learned—much to his horror—that his 
claws were actually made of bone, not pure 
adamantium, when they painfully ripped 
out of the back of his hands. 

Since the loss of his 
gEEl adamantium, Lagan has 

HAPPENS !EE“ 

episode, Logan battled 
Sabretooth ta a bloody standstill before 
extending a claw into Sabretooth's head, 
hoping to kill him. 

Logan has since moved from his room 
in Xavier's mansion into the woods an the 
estate^ becoming mare and more withdrawn. 

he has come to learn that 
he hated for so 
for halting 
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video 

games 

"by Steve Brown 

1996: The 
Year of Good 
Games! 


Dontey Kong 
Country 2 


Captain 

Quazar 


Alien Trilogy 


Doom 

edition of Doom —get 

of breakthrough 
player excitement. 
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HAPPY ANNUfeRSAW TO m 
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Well, okay, everything but the last part is true, but we tried. Led by Managing Editor Scott 
Gramling, the Wizard Press floor hockey team, known as the Wizards (...ugh...), was ousted 
from the playoffs by the goons on the X-107 team (a local radio station). “It sucked,” grimaced 
head honcho Gramling. “I looked up at the scoreboard and thought it was malfunctioning. Then 
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Here’s a look at the New Year’s resolutions we stuck with, and the ones we already blew: 

Dan Reilly— Stuck: “Not gaining weight, by passing all the cookies and cakes my wife makes to 
my fellow employees." Blew: “Not getting angry at stupid things.” 

Bob Marshall —Stuck: “To be one with my rabbit” Blew: “My nutrition kick, because I eat all 
the stuff Dan brings in.” 


Jim McLauchlin —Stuck: ‘To get some more often.” Blew: ‘To get a dog. I haven’t gotten a dog yet” 
Buddy Scalera— Stuck: “Not to spend half my salary in the vending machine at work.” Blew: 



Sister and Dee Snider. Who, along with Captain America, 
Marc Wilkofsky— Stuck: "To be more laid-back and les 
food. I also blew resolutions #3 through #8.” 

“To avoid seeing Bob become one with his rabbit” 






InQuesI #12 

More fun than sliding midgets across an icy highway 
comes the twelfth steaming issue of InQuesI: The 
Guide to Collectible Card Games. Beneath this issue's 
gargoyle photo cover, you'll thrill to the official 
Magic rule clarifications to bonding, rampage and 
trample, a super in-depth interview with Illuminati 
ringleader Steve Jackson, behind the scenes of 
Marvel Over/Wer, how the mythology of dragons 
originated ond evolved, tips for building killer 
decks and all sorts of other neat stuff. Also stuffed in 
this ish is a staggeringly huge (about b" x 9") 
Chaos Orb Magic cord. An exact fbut bigger) 
replica of one of the most powerful cords in Magic, 
none will be able to stand before you when you're 
armed with this hadboy! 

Such an awesome book, it'll destroy the minds of 
the weak, and it's only $3,991 

lONTIST WINNERS 


These are the groovy Grand Prize winners of 



GHOST RIDER 
MOTORCYCLE, ISSUE #51 

This blazin' depiction of who) Ghost Rider's 


TKiifiiasJKnnja 

AQUARIAN rev rr 7 

Oh, my.. .it's Jesus! We've accidentally stuck Jesus in "Mort 'jV /-Vvy 
of the Monthl" Oh, man, we ore so screwed. Once God reads 
this, he's gonno freok and.. .woitominnit, thot's not Jesus. 

It's that loser Aquarian from old Marvel Two-in-One issues 
and stuff. Mon, thot wos close. Anyway, this oss-loof is on Wj /' 
alien who wos rocketed from his homeworld when his dod ](// 
thought the planet was gonna blow (Hey, does DC know 
about this guy?). Crashlanding on Earth with the ability to 
suck, he wos quickly shuffled off to comic limbo along with Howard the 
Duck ond Slapstick. He's got a cool song, though. 

MORT-O-METER: ' ' ' ttttt 


Cf2> v 



cycle should look like is by Matthew W. Daigle 
of Rapid City, S.D.! He wins a giant-sized poster 
of the real GR Horley-Davidson cycle, signed by 
its pointer Bill Sienkiewicz! Ride on, Matthew! 

SPIDER-MAN FIGURINE, #51 

Ryan Word of Wickliffe, Ohio, is the lucky 
recipient of a 9"-tall sculpture of Spidey, by 
Randy Bowen! Go, Ryan) 

MISSING LINK, #49 

Allen Twifchell, of Coffeyville, Kan., is the 
winner of our final Missing Link contest! He 
figured out thot "Shut up and kiss me" was said 
by both Coble in Cabled 20 ond Phil in Marvels 
#1, and "Shut Up and Kiss Me" is a song on 
Mory Chopin Carpenter's Stones in the Rood CD! 
He wins on Avengers#16—-he proud, Allen! 
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next montn 


L Toy Fair’96 

We bring Toy Foir, NYC's annual gala event, 
straight into your hands. Learn what new toy lines 
you'll be seeing throughout 1996, what characters 
will finally see the light of day as action figures and 
what toy lines got the axe. 

2. Dan Jurgens 

A one-on-one chat with comic writer/artist 
Dan Jurgens, as we learn what it was like killing 
Superman, the pros and cons of erasing the DC 
Universe and what went wrong between him 
and Marvel. 


Wizard #57 

Special Toy issue! 
On sale in March 


Get the Mown on Kane, one of the best self- 
published comics out there. Done in a coal noir 
style by Paul Grist, find out why this underrated 
book has some of the most textured heroes and 


4. Crow sequel contest! 

We tell you how you can win o private screening of 
"the Crow: City of Angels" for you and 50 of your 
friends! You can also score some Crow movie 
posters, autographed comics, polystone statues, 
vinyl model kits and more! 


TOP TEN 

Top 10 
Marvel/DC 
character 
amalgams we’d 
like to see 
10 . Nick Fury of F.I.R.E.S.T.O.R.M., 
the Nuclear Man 
9 . Big Barda Ray Bill 
8 . Silver Streaky the Surfer Cat 
7 . Legion of Substitute Secret Defenders 
6. Blue Devil Dinosaur 
5 . Man-Batroc the Leaper 
4 . Archangel and the Ape 
3 . Martian Man-Thing 
2 . Superman's Pal Fin Fang Foom 
1. Scarlet Sandwitchman 
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THE. DECKMASTF.R® TRADES' S.<kB AR HOTpiC INTRIGUE. 

Ancient Hearts 12-carjp bOoSter pack: $2.2: 





Contending in a futuristic 
techno-landscape, 
the Runner and the 
Corporation face off to 
see who will ultimately 
control coveted data. 


Cyberpunk® territory. 
Gritty, unforgiving. 


Agenda 











